
The Conservator 
S P R I N G / S U M M E R 2 0 2 6

V O L U M E 4 9 , I S S U E 2

Steuben County, Indiana Soil & Water Conservation District 
1220 N 200 W, Suite L ~ Angola, IN 46703 ~ Phone: (260) 665-3211, ext. 3 

SWCD-NRCS-ISDA Conservation 

Partnership Directory…….….….....2 2026 Affiliate Members……….……...………4 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE Meet our New Board Supervisor.....2 Out with the Old, In with the New……...….4 

The Dirt on Upcoming Events

(continued from page 1)..…...……......3 

Managing Residential Stormwater in a Changing Climate 
The Dirt on Upcoming Events 
Check out these upcoming events!  See page 3 for additional details. 

Providing leadership and assistance in the wise use and management 

of soil, water, and related natural resources in Steuben County. 

Conventional Tillage Reduced Tillage No-Till 

(continued on page 3) 

www.steubenswcd.org
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Board of Supervisors: 
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Beth Williams, Vice Chair 
 

Brad Hamlin, Secretary 
 

Craig Holman 
 

Bill Schmidt 
 

Associate Supervisors: 
 

Timothy Groosbeck 
 

Chuck Howard 
 

Daniel Oberst 
 

David Perkins 
 

SWCD Staff: 
 

Janel Meyer, District Coordinator 
 

Bailey Temple, Resource Conservationist 
 

NRCS Staff: 
 

Arthur Franke, District Conservationist 
 

Indiana State Department 
of Agriculture Staff: 

 

Kate Sanders, Resource Specialist 
 

steubenswcd@gmail.com 

www.steubenswcd.org 

www.facebook.com/SteubenIndianaSWCD 

Learn why the Steuben County SWCD was 

formed and how we accomplish our mission 

at: 

https://youtu.be/w8KU_ngsIcY 

Steuben County  

Soil and Water Conservation District 

Meet Our New Board Supervisor 

     Please join us in welcoming 

Bill Schmidt as the newest 

Board Supervisor for the 

Steuben County Soil & Water 

Conservation District (SWCD).  

Bill was elected to the position 

in March and will help guide the 

district’s efforts to conserve and 

protect our natural resources 

while serving the needs of local 

landowners and residents. 

     Bill moved to Steuben County 

from southern Michigan over 

25 years ago and brings valuable 

experience in environmental 

stewardship and agriculture. 

He has long been involved in 

community organizations and 

conservation initiatives. 

Through his work and volunteer 

service, he has developed a 

strong appreciation for the 

importance of healthy soil, 

clean water, and sustainable 

land management practices. Bill 

also owned a small farm in St. 

Joseph County (MI), that was 

recently sold. 

     As a Board Supervisor, Bill 

is particularly interested in 

promoting conservation 

 education, supporting local 

 producers and landowners, and 

 encouraging practices that 

 improve water quality and soil 

 health.  He is well-versed in the 

 district’s programs with his 

 work helping to develop 

 watershed management plans 

 and coordinating the Steuben 

 County Life program for the 

 past 15 years. 

      Bill continues his 

 involvement with several 

 environmental organizations,  

 including: 

 Steuben County Lakes 

Council (Water Quality 

Committee Chair). 

 101 Lakes Trust (founding 

member & board member). 

 Wood-Land-Lakes RC&D 

Land Trust (board member). 

 Steuben County Strategic 

Water Quality Monitoring 

Program (committee    

member). 

      We are excited to welcome 

 Bill to the board and look 

 forward to the experience, 

 perspective, and leadership he 

 will bring to the district. 

Photo courtesy of Janel Meyer 
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Steuben County Commissioner 

Rick Shipe administers the oath 

of office to Bill Schmidt, the 

incoming Steuben County Soil 

and Water Conservation District 

(SWCD) Board Supervisor at the 

SWCD’s March 11, 2026 annual 

meeting. 

Photo courtesy of Steuben County SWCD 

Pollinator Week 

June 22 - 28, 2026 

Because 

pollinators matter!  
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The Dirt on Upcoming Events (continued from page 1)

  Kids Conservation Camp 

The NE Indiana Conservation Districts of DeKalb, LaGrange,  

Steuben, & Whitley have announced their Conservation Camp 

will take place on July 28, 2026 on Pigeon River.  The rain date 

is July 29.  Participants will canoe a stretch of the river with 

stops along the way to explore aquatic habitats.  Registration 

is now open.  Please mail or drop off a registration form at 

the DeKalb County SWCD Office (942 W 15th St., Auburn, 

IN).  You don’t want to wait as spots will fill fast! 

Questions? 

Please contact the DeKalb SWCD (260/925-5620, ext. 3) or 

Steuben SWCD office (260/665-3211,  ext. 3). 

The Steuben County SWCD, in partnership with the USDA 

Farm Service Agency (FSA), and the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), invites you to attend the 2nd 

annual Agriculture Appreciation Day on Friday, August 14, 
from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the Angola USDA Service Center. 

This free, family-friendly event celebrates Steuben County’s 
agricultural producers and offers an opportunity to learn 

about local conservation programs and services that support 
agriculture and protect our natural resources. 

Lunch will be provided by the Steuben County SWCD.  

Come hungry, bring a friend, and join us in celebrating 
agriculture, conservation, and the vital role they play in our 

community. 

Scan the QR Code 

to download the 
registration form 

Scan me! 

Mark your calendars for October 17 and join us for a free 
Forestry Field Day at Rolling Acres Farm. 

This workshop is the final installment of a three-part series 

that began in 2018.  Participants will learn about the farm’s 
Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) plan and how TSI 

practices enhance forest health, timber quality, and wildlife 
habitat. 

Additional details will be posted on our website and 
Facebook page when the planning for this workshop has 

been finalized. 

We’ll keep you posted! 

     Invasive plants such as garlic mustard, bush honeysuckle, 

autumn olive, privet, and multiflora rose continue to threaten 

Steuben County’s woodlands and wildlife habitat. These 

species spread aggressively, outcompete native plants, and can 

significantly alter natural ecosystems.  They produce foliage 

faster in the spring than most of our native trees and shrubs,  

  providing them with a competitive advantage through a 

  longer growing season. 

       While removal is an important first step, long-term 

  success requires ongoing monitoring and management to 

  prevent reinfestation.  To help address this issue, the 

  Steuben County SWCD partners with Pokagon State Park 

  Interpretive Naturalist Aimee Wentworth and Eva Curtis 

  of Blue Heron Ministries to host Weed Wrangle volunteer 

  events throughout the year. 

       These events provide hands-on opportunities to 

  remove invasive species, improve local habitats, and learn 

  management techniques for your own property.  Watch 

  our website, social media pages, and future newsletters for 

  upcoming Weed Wrangle opportunities. 

       Consistent management and community involvement 

  are key to protecting and restoring our natural areas. 

Remove invasives.  Restore habitats. 

Invasive Species Management: More Than a One-Time Effort 

LEFT 

Volunteers help 

remove invasive 

shrubs during a 

Weed Wrangle 

event at Pokagon 

State Park. 

Photo courtesy of 

Pokagon State Park 

Interpretive Naturalist 

Aimee M. Wentworth. 

https://www.dekalbcountyswcd.com/events/northeast-indiana-conservation-camp


Steuben County Soil & Water 

Conservation District 

Providing Leadership and Assistance in the Wise Use and Management 

of Soil, Water, and Related Natural Resources in Steuben County. 

  Please help us go green by subscribing to the newsletter via e-mail.  Visit our website and click on the Newsletter tab, or call the office 

  to change your subscription to The Conservator at any time. 

The Steuben County Soil and Water Conservation District and its Partnership Agencies are equal opportunity employers, lenders, and serviced providers. 

Peachtree Plaza 200 

1220 N 200 W, STE L 

Angola, IN 46703 

260-665-3211, ext. 3

www.steubenswcd.org 

facebook.com/SteubenIndianaSWCD 

 BRONZE LEVEL 

101 Sheds/Paulette Boekhout (Angola) 

Carper Farm Supply, Inc. 

Caruso Enterprises, Inc. 

Bill & Diana Clingan (Hudson) 

Daft Erosion Control LLC 

Hoham Feed & Seed 

Thelma Knowles (Hudson) 

Karen Spake (Angola) 

Stroh Farm Supply, Inc. 

Peg Zeis (Fremont) 

Judy Zinn (Fremont) 

SILVER LEVEL 

City of Angola/Trine University  MS4 

Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy 

Crowe Forest Management, LLC 

Tom & Mary Alice Filbrun (Angola) 

James Holse (Ashley) 

Delores Howarth (Fremont) 

Lake George Conservancy, Inc. 

Niann Lautzenhiser (Hamilton) 

Peter Mountz (Garrett) 

Kevin Northup Excavating 

Parker Farms (Pleasant Lake) 

Sandhill Environmental Services 

Steve Schroeder (Fremont) 

John Williamson, Jr. (Angola) 

PLATINUM LEVEL 

Brian Albright (Hamilton) 

Robert Amstutz, Jr. (Angola) 

Angola American Legion Post #31** 

Angola Seed & Supply, LLC 

Aquatic Enhancement & Survey, Inc. 

Budreau Ins. & Fin. Services Inc./ 

     Austin Budreau 

Booth Farms (Orland) 

Cameron Health 

Catalpa Cove Family Giving Fund 

Dailey Farms (Angola) 

Edon Farmers Co-Op Association, Inc. 

Farm Credit Mid-America 

Tom Green Engineering 

Pete Hippensteel* 

Howard Farms (Hamilton) 

Lake James Association, Inc. 

Paul & Linda Longville (Angola) 

Parsell Farms (Angola)* 

Powers Hardwoods - Dewey & 

   Marcia Powers (Angola) 

S & P Earthwork 

SC & R Enterprises, Inc./ 

     Shane & Chanda Swager (Angola) 

Smitty’s Lost Acres (Hamilton) 

Steuben County Lakes Council, Inc. 

Stoy Farms (Ashley) 

Kelly Thompson, 3rd District 

   Congressional Candidate 

Vestil Manufacturing Company 

Lynn Wernet (Fremont) 

Wilson 85 LLC/Wilson Farm (Hudson) 

Fred Wooley (Fremont) 
GOLD LEVEL 

Raymont Lauer (Fremont) 

Rinehart Farms (Hudson)    *$300 Donor      **$2,000 Donor 

The old SWCD sign on the OH/IN line (US RT 20) being replaced. Brad Hamlin (Board Supervisor), Chuck Howard 
(Associate Supervisor), Kayleen Hart (Board Chair), Arthur Franke (NRCS), the Steuben County Highway Department, 

and staff were among the many individuals & partners who helped make this project a success (Steuben County SWCD photos). 

Out with the Old, 

 In with the New 
Check out our new signs!  All four 
county line signs were replaced at the 

North (Old US RT 27), South (Old 

US RT 27), East (US RT 20), and 

West (US RT 20) entrances to the 
county.  We are grateful to everyone 

who made this project a success!  

www.steubenswcd.org
https://www.facebook.com/SteubenIndianaSWCD
https://steubenswcd.org/newsletter/
https://steubenswcd.org/newsletter/
https://www.homesteadbarnsllc.com/
https://www.carperfarmsupply.com/
https://www.carusos-restaurant.com/
https://www.facebook.com/decstrawblankets/
https://www.hohamfeed.com/
https://www.strohfarmsupply.com/
https://www.angolain.org/department/index.php?structureid=18
https://clearlakeconservancy.org/
https://www.findindianaforester.org/foresters/tom-crowe/
https://www.facebook.com/LGconservancy/
http://www.sandhillenviro.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=61558150343454
https://angolaseed.com/
https://www.aquaticenhancement.com/
https://www.angolaagent.com/
https://www.angolaagent.com/
https://cameronhealth.com/
https://edonfarmerscoop.com/
https://www.fcma.com/locations/
https://lakejames.org/
https://lakescouncil.org/
https://www.stoyfarms.com/
https://www.vestil.com/



